
As we cut I tend to branch off and use up the same board for all the students, so I drew in the red lines to show that. I make them do 2 ears, so by the 4th pass with the jigsaw they are way better than the 1st! Can be any thin material, even cardboard if you don’t have a jigsaw!.

Drilling the hole is a good time to show clamps or having a buddy assist  and not drilling into a table

The ear attachment requires a buddy, preferably with pliers to hold the ear in place and other hand on the body of Tibbs so things don’t spin out and hands are clear!

My students like the trick for centering the screw for the tail by using a straight edge and connecting the corners on the diagonal!

View of end

Some students keep this piece and paint it like cheese!



I will usually have 2 students use a 2ft to 4ft long board, and just use both ends, talking about the kerf of the blade and why we can’t just measure from one side for future measurements, since we lose material. (plus for this project their hand would be too close to the blade.) I show them how to cut, saying that the best thing to stay safe with this is to keep the board firmly against the fence and never start the blade on the wood, it needs to get up to speed. 


